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The Passing Show

Can Bette Dovis Hove Seen

Iylay
This may be a wicked thing

Camody
to say but Beite Davis has heen

seeing too many Bette Davis pictures.
Still this seems the one plausible explanation for her accept-
. ance of such a script as “Another Man’s Poison,” which showed up

yesterday at the Warner Theater. Only an actress furiously bent|

upon setting a new record for?
submerging her sex in evil would
have tackled such a character, a
heroine so poisonous that she
would have gsent the Borgias
screaming for their mother.

* This time, however, Miss Davis
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get her sights too low with the|r
result that her murderess comes|Sir?

off as a comedy caricature at
which there is nothing to do but
laugh, although maybe a little
eerily at that.

As a matter of fact, the: last
ghot is one of Miss Davis shriek-
ing with insane laughter which
may, or may not, be her own pri-
vate comment on what she has
just been up to.

“Another Man's Poison,” made
in England, is listed as a Douglas
Fairbanks jr. production and it
creates a pretty lasting impres-
sion that Miss Davis should watch
his next job offer more closely.
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The fact that it is a mystery
melodrama imposes upon review-
ers a moral duty not to go too
deeply into the plot. This is a
lucky break for any man wh?
otherwise would be forced to ad-
mit that the story of “Another
Man’s Poison” is indescribable.

- However, the film presents Miss
Davis as a heroine who lives in
8 bleak house on the Yorkshire
moors, writes murder mysterfes,
maims whatever men she does not
kill, and reserves the whole of her
honest affection for a horse. As
anyone can see, this is an odd
type of woman and certainly one
whose personality suggests that
murder writers should not be so
carried away by their work.
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From the first dark scene in
which she makes a furtive tele-
phone call from a railroad sta-
tion, Miss Davis is kept in a
frenzy by her impersonation of
this Janet Frohisher.

A woman less skilled in the art
of contriving best seller murder
stories would have quit right
there. Not Miss Davis’ Janet. She
keeps thinking she has an ar-
tistic duty to get her life un-
tangled and goes home to tell her
horse that, with his devotion and
encouragement, this is exactly
what she will do.

One thing she has not antici-
pated, however, is that waiting
for her inside the house is Gary
Merrill (her real life husband)

surcharged with evil' g5 Miss Fro-
Joisher’ herself, . they have
met, Director Inlnt Rapper’s
cameras settle down upon one of
the oddest and most violent court-
ships ever photographed.

At the end of this romance,
virtually all the. characters in it
including the horse, are dead.
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“Another Man’'s Poison” is
based upon a play, “Deadlock,”
writtéen by Leslie Sands. On the
stage, where Miss Frobisher un-

to her horse, the key woman char-
actef might have been actable.
Under the enormously magnifying
eye of the camera, not even Miss
Davis can keep her from becom-
ing steadily more incredible.

Merrill’s role, that of the man
whose poison Miss Davis is, turns
out to be equally exaggerated. For
the most part, probably following
the stage script,-Director Rapper;
confines these two snarling hu-}
mans to the heroine’s Bleak House.
In its limited confines where they
are constantly wrestling for guns
or bottles of poison, the surprise
is that two smart people never
thought of pushing the other down
the always inviting stairway from
the bedroom balcony.

Nearest to a credible perform-
ance among the weird ones on
display at the Warner is that of
Emlvn Williams as the neighbor-
hood veterinarian. In his guise as
animal doctor, this man is really
an amateur psychologist. Natural-
ly, he has a field day dabbling in
the ‘affairs of two such people
ll?iilxt door as Miss Davis and Mer-
A couple of other human touches
to the film are supplied by An-
thony Steel who plays the role of

Davis' coils, and by Barbara Mur-

ray as a nice girl who is mighty

ill at ease ip the eerie moor

country. geal "y
My, my!
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Abresham Solaer

By Harry MacArthur

The legend about the man fated'
to sail the seas of time until he
found the woman ready to die for
her love of him is given a thorough/

Judge

plays a-girl n Pandora
Reynolds, who alleges at one point
that she is a cafe singer from
Indianapolis. At the moment of
the story she is having a whale
'of 8 time in a !lt Bpaniah town

the ocean to prove his love for

and -swims out to a mysterious
yacht which has turned up in the
harbor. There she finds
wrapped herself in a sail by this
time) Mason putting the finishing |
touches on a picture of a girl
named Pandora who turns out to|
‘have her face. She thinks this is!
'some strange coincidence, by golly, |
Ibut this is nothing.

In no time at all it develops

her), she takes off all her clothes

who.mhiamascunnem._hi‘i-"

doubtedly was not required to talk ing.

a snakey lover who escapes Miss|,

and it is 1
h| On the nizll M
engaged to a young Bntlsh ris-

man (he runs his racing car into{°

better in the battle with the com-
plicated script than Miss Gardner.

NONSTOP — Stanley Hollo-
way, who plays the ‘second
mastermind in “The Lavender
Hill Mob,” the British comedy
melodrama now in its 1Ith
week at the Plaza Theater.

Where and When |

 Current Theater Atiractions
A!.ld Time of Showing

. Stage.
Arcu—-"ﬁehool tor Bcandl'l
830 pm.-

Ptince”; 8:30 pam. -
' Sereen.
Ambassador — “Another Man's
Poison”; 1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:20 and
9:35 pm.

ing Dutchman”; 10:30 am., 1:20,
4:10, 7:00 and 9:50 p.m. Stage:
12:40, 3:30, 6:20 and 9:10 pm.
Columbia—"Cave of Outlaws”;
11:55 a.m., 1:55, 4:00, 6:00, 8:05

Keith’s—“I Want You”; 11:30
am., 1:35, 3:40, 5:50, 7:55 m 10

p.m.
Little—"Pool of London”; 6:20,
8:15 and 10:05 p.m.
Metropolitan :

nent”; 11:45 a.m., 1:45, 3:45, 5:45,

7:45 and 9:45 pm.
National—“My Priend Flicka”;

11:05 am., 2:10, 5:15 and 8:26 p.m.
Ontario—"Boots Malone"”; 1:35,

came in, only that was a long time
ago. Either all of this (and more)
takes place in “Pandora and the
Flying Butchman” or a movie re-
viewer's wife served him hasheesh
instead of coffée yesterday morn-

Only a few postscripts need be
appended to this report. ot
the Technicolor photogra

handsome. Mr. Mason comes out

The supporting roles are played by
British actors who seem deter-

3:40, 5:40, 7:50 and 10 p.m.
Palace — “Quo Vadis”; 11:35
am. 2:45, 5:55 and 9:05 p.m.
Pj:—-"lnve Happy”; 2: 06. 4:40,
7:30 and 10:10 p.m. i
Playhouse— “The ' Red Bhoes
11:10 am., 1:35, 4:05, 6:40 a.nd

9:10 p.m.
Plaza — “The Lavender Hill

5:15, 6:50, 8:30 and 10:05 p.m.
Trans-Lux — “A Place in the
Sun™; 10:55 a.m., 1:05, 3:15, 5:30,
7:40 and 9:56 p.m. ‘
Warner—"Another Man's Poi-
son”; 11:30 am., 1:15, 3:25, 5:35,

'rioandsstlp.m.

mined, dash it all, to be polite
even if trapped.
* %k ¥ % ;

Ai Morgan, “Virtuoso of the Fly-
ing Hands,” headlines the Capi-
tol's stage show and others on
hand are Don Cumming, Lott and
Jo Anders and Vince and Gloria
Haycock.
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